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Preface 

WhinCHAT is the new digital „Magazine for Whinchat Research and Conserva� on“, published 
by the IWWG. It is free of charge.

There are three main goals that should be arrived with WhinCHAT:

1. Whinchat conserva� on and research should be brought together as close as possible. This 
is the base for eff ec� ve conserva� on measures.

2. Everyone who wants to start a new whinchat conserva� on project should be able to profi t 
from the posi� ve and also from the nega� ve results of other conserva� on projects.

3. A network of ac� ve whinchat workers should be build. At the moment there are more than 
50 members from 13 countries registered in the IWWG. But of course we are s� ll looking for 
more. It is one goal of the IWWG to have contact persons in all countries that are relevant for 
Whinchat research and conserva� on. By the way membership in the IWWG is free of charge. 
You just have to send a mail to juergenfeulner@yahoo.de .

It is important to note that the main responsibility lies with the authors of the ar� cles. Whin-
CHAT is an annual report and should always be up to date (� me between editorial deadline 
and publishing date: maximum 4 weeks). Therefore the manuscripts are edited not too strict.   

English is of course the fi rst language in WhinCHAT. But authors have also the possibility to 
write in their mother tongue as well. In that case they have to add an meaningful English 
summary.

When I had the idea to ini� ate WhinCHAT there were a lot of doubts. So I have to thank 
especially Hans-Valen� n Bas� an/Germany, Katharina Bergmüller/Austria, Christoph Siems-
Wedhorn/Germany, Davorin Tome/Slovenia and Hans Uhl/Austria. They gave me the power 
to start this magazine. Furthermore I have to thank all the 30 authors from 8 countries who 
were confi dent and sent their manuscripts to this new, unusual magazine. Special thanks I 
have to give to Jennifer Border who did a lot to bring WhinCHAT forward in the UK and to 
Davorin Tome who gave us some brillant photos.

There is no print version of WhinCHAT. It is available only digital. Members of the IWWG will 
get WhinCHAT via email. An online-version will be here: h! ps://whinchat.jimdo.com

Jürgen Feulner
Interna� onal Whinchat Working Group
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Can you attend a workshop on whinchat research 

in August 2017?

David Douglas 

The upcoming EOU conference in Finland in August will be preceded by a two-day symposi-

um of the Migrant Landbird Study Group on 17-18 August. Part of this will comprise species 

working group sessions, including a session on whinchat. This aims to build on the 2015 

whinchat symposium held in Germany and bring together researchers currently engaged in, 

or seeking to commence, whinchat research for a series of presentations and discussions. 

The overarching aim is to identify the key research needs across Europe and Africa to better 

understand the causes of whinchat decline and inform conservation action. 

 

Outline for the whinchat session:

1.       A series of presentations on recent research on whinchat ecology and potential drivers  

          of population decline. 

2.       Round-table and/or facilitated discussions to identify:

 i)     Research needs. Structured around a series of potential topics; where in the 

 fl yway do we need to focus (breeding, migration and wintering); migratory connec

 tivity; the role of detailed demographic studies on survival, reproduction, disper

 sal; broader correlative studies on effects of habitat/land use change/climatic effects/

 range change; what existing data do we have; priorities for new work. Aim to produce

 a coherent plan for research on this species and potential for collaborative working  

 across countries. 

International Whinchat Workshop 

in Turku / Finland 

August 17th//18th 2017

         WhinCHAT I Douglas - Whinchat workshop in Turku

Whinchat in Ljubljansko barje / Slovenia (Photo: © Davorin T���)
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ii)  Identifying more immediate conservation actions where possible and evidence   

 of successful responses.

It would be great to have as many attendees as possible and if you would like to attend the 

whinchat session at the MLSG please email the session organiser (david.douglas@rspb.org.

uk). Offers of presentations are very welcome but you are also welcome to attend without 

giving a presentation.

For more information on the two events:

  

MLSG symposium:  http://migrantlandbirds.org/index.php/meetings/future-meetings

 

EOU conference:  http://www.utu.fi /en/sites/eou2017/Pages/home.aspx

 

Many thanks

David Douglas, RSPB

         WhinCHAT I Douglas - Whinchat workshop in Turku

Whinchat habitat in Barje travnik, Ljubljansko barje  / Slovenia (Photo: © Davorin T���).
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„Message from Helmbrechts“ 

European 

Whinchat 

Resolution 
 

 

 

 

 

Conclusion of the 

1st European Whinchat Symposium 

from 27th-29th of Mai 2015 

in Helmbrechts, Germany 
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1st European Whinchat Symposium: LIVING ON THE EDGE OF 

EXTINCTION – Resolution by the ornithology, conservation 

and agronomy scientists from 18 European countries 

gathered in Helmbrechts for policy-makers: 

Whinchats are an iconic bird species that act as an indicator of the status of 

grassland habitats, migrant birds and overall biodiversity throughout Europe. 

It is representative of many other plant and animal species in high nature value 

farmland, which also benefit from measures to protect the Whinchat. 

The participants of the 1st European Whinchat Symposium are concerned 

about the fact that Whinchats have dramatically declined by 50 to over 90% in 

many European countries in the last 20 years, and in some areas they are now 

extinct. We ignore this clear signal of the loss of European ecosystem services 

at our peril. Conservation measures are therefore urgently required to save this 

species from further decline. 

The contributors of the symposium conclude that modern intensive 

agricultural production systems are the main cause of the population decline 

and the species’ critical situation. 

To protect and recover the Whinchat and its habitats the symposium urgently 

recommends measures from a local to European scale: 

· Far-reaching improvements of farmland to sustain Whinchat 

populations, their habitats and communities, especially through 

protection, generation and promotion of species rich hay fields, 

extensive arable fields and a network of semi-natural grass strips and 

fallows in cooperation with farmers and other relevant stakeholders; 

· Comprehensive and economically attractive subsidy programs for 

participating land-users, offering conservation measures that are at least 

as profitable as intensive farming; 

· Implementation of measures with regional coordination and local 

biodiversity targeting for farmers; 
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To protect the Whinchat and its habitats the participants stress the necessity of 

conservation across national borders. This includes the consequent prohibition 

of illegal bird-trapping. Trans-boundary cooperation needs to be intensified to 

develop conservation strategies from local to regional to national to 

continental scales. 

In conclusion the participants of the 1st European Whinchat Symposium call for 

immediate and coordinated action to implement effective measurements for 

the conservation of the Whinchat throughout Europe. Only through such 

action will it be possible to meet  European biodiversity targets on farmland by 

2020. 

 

 

WHERE DOES THIS MESSAGE COME FROM: 

From 27th – 30th May 2015 more than 90 ornithologists, conservation and 

agronomy scientists gathered together at the 1st European Whinchat 

Symposium in Helmbrechts, Germany. In 42 contributions, experts on the 

Whinchat presented  scientific findings from 18 countries. During the 

symposium the participants decided on this resolution unanimously. 
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The following organisations are supporting the resolution: 
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Groundwork for a Whinchat Bibliography. Part I: ‚Whinchat in the � tle‘ and  

‚Whinchat in main focus‘

J����� F��!��� (Walberngrün, Germany) " C#�$%&'*# S$�+%-W�.#'�� (Küsten, Germany)

F��!��� J, S$�+%-W�.#'�� C 2017: Whinchat Bibliography, Part I: ‚Whinchat in the / tle‘ and some other literature with 

‚Whinchat in main focus‘. WhinCHAT 1, 10-32.

Whinchat Bibliography Part I

One important goal of the IWWG is to collect all available informa/ ons about the Whinchat. According to this the IWWG 

will try to compile a complete bibliography about the Whinchat. As a groundwork for this J Feulner and C Siems-Wed-

horn collected literature with ‚Whinchat in the / tle‘ or rather with ‚Whinchat in main focus‘ released un/ l 31.12.2016. It 

should be the fi rst part of a groundwork for an upcoming Whinchat bibliography.  Of course this list has probably some 

gaps that just can be fi lled in teamwork. So if you know papers that are not men/ oned below, please inform the IWWG. 

The compilers have to give special thanks to Hans-Valen/ n Bas/ an, Dmitri Shi/ kov and Davorin Tome.

The list will be supplemented in the next volumes of ‚WhinCHAT‘. Addi/ onally to that it must be a goal for the IWWG 

to collect literature that deals with meadow birds in general as a second part for a Whinchat bibliography groundwork. 

Compilers for this are s/ ll in demand.

Interna� onal (incl. Wintering / Migra� on)

Almond WE 1956: Whinchat singing in winter-quar-

ters. Brit. Birds 49, 138.

Amengual E 2011: In E: Whinchat Saxicola rubetra. 

In: Omedes A, Montserrat JM (Eds.): Spring migra/ on 

in the western Mediterranean and NW Africa: the re-

sults of 16 years of the Piccole Isole project. Monogra-

fi es del Museu de Ciències Naturals 6, 118-125.

Barshep Y, O= oson U, Waldenström J, Hulme M 2012: 

Non-breeding ecology of the Whinchat Saxicola rube-

tra in Nigeria. Buskskvä= ans Saxicola rubetra ekologi 

under övervintring i Nigeria. Ornis Svecica 22, 25–32.

Bas/ an A, Bas/ an H-V 1996: Das Braunkehlchen – Op-

fer der ausgeräumten Kulturlandscha> . Aula-Verlag, 

Wiesbaden. 

Bas/ an H-V, Bas/ an A, Bocca M, Suter W 1997: Whin-

chat – Saxicola rubetra. In Hagemeijer EJM, Blair MJ 

(Eds.): The EBCC Atlas of European breeding birds: 

their distribu/ on and abundance, 526-527. London.

Bas/ an H-V, Ruge K, Voigt D 1987: Das Braunkehlchen. 

DBV-Verlag, Kornwestheim. 

Birdlife Interna/ onal 2012: Saxicola rubetra. In: 

IUCN 2013. IUCN Red List of threatened species. 

Version 2013.1. h= p://www.iucnredlist.org/de-

tails/22710156/0

Birdlife Interna/ onal 2013: species factsheet: Saxicola 

rubetra. h= p://www.birdlife.org.

Birdlife Interna/ onal 2015: Saxicola rubetra. In:  Eu-

ropean Red List of Birds. Downloadable from: h= p://

www.birdlife.org/datazone/userfi les/fi le/Species/er-

lob/summarypdfs/22710156_saxicola_rubetra.pdf

Birdlife Interna/ onal 2015: Saxicola rubetra (Whin-

chat). In: European Red List of Birds – Supplementa-

ry Material.  11pp. Downloadable from: h= p://www.

birdlife.org/datazone/userfiles/file/Species/erlob/

supplementarypdfs/22710156_saxicola_rubetra.pdf

Blackburn E,  Burgess M, Freeman B,  Risely A,  Izang 

A, Ivande S,  Hewson C,  Cresswell W 2016: An experi-

mental evalua/ on of the eff ects of geolocator design 

and a= achment method on between-year survival on 

whinchats Saxicola rubetra. Journal of Avian Biology 

47, 530-539. 

Blackburn E, Cresswell W 2013: The Wintering Ecology 

of Whinchats Saxicola rubetra. In: EOU2013UK – the 

9th Conference of the European Ornithologists`Union 

– Programme & Abstracts, 35.

Blackburn E, Cresswell W 2015: Fine-scale habitat use 

during the non-breeding season suggests that winter 

habitat does not limit breeding popula/ ons of a decli-

ning longdistance Palaearc/ c migrant. Journal of Avi-

an Biology 46, 622-633.

Blackburn E, Cresswell W 2016: High winter site fi de-

lity in a long-distance migrant: implica/ ons for winte-

ring ecology and survival es/ mates. J. Ornithol. 157, 

93-108.

Blackburn E, Cresswell W 2016: High within-winter and 

annual survival rates in a declining Afro-Palaearc/ c 

migrantory bird suggest that wintering condi/ ons do 

not limit popula/ ons. Ibis 158, 92-105.

Broyer J, Sukhanova O, Mischenko A 2014: Mowing 

management and density dependence in meadow 
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passerine hatching success. Bird Study 61, 394-403.

Broyer J, Sukhanova O, Mischenko A 2016: How to 
sustain meadow passerine popula� ons in Europe 
through alterna� ve mowing management. Agricul-
ture, Ecosystems & Environment 215, 133-139.

Clancey PA 1949: A new subspecies of Saxicola rube-

tra (Linnaeus) from the western palaearc� c region. 
Limosa 22, 369-370. 

Clark SW 1969: Whinchat Saxicola rubetra. In: Brown 
DMV: New distribu� onal data. Ostrich 40, 132.

Clement P, Rose C 2015: Robins and chats. Bloomsbu-
ry Publishing.

Cramp S 1988: Saxicola rubetra Whinchat. Handbook 
of the birds of Europe and the Middle east and North 
Africa, Vol. 5, 722-732. Oxford.

Cresswell W 2015: How the importance of survival 
es� mates in es� ma� ng Whinchat popula� on dyna-
mics depends on the scale of migratory connec� vity 
and site fi delity. In: Bas� an H-V, Feulner J (Eds.): Living 
on the Edge of Ex� nc� on in Europe. Proc. 1st Euro-
pean Whinchat Symposium, 145-157. LBV Hof, Helm-
brechts. 

Dejaifve PA 1994: Écologie et comportement d’un mi-
grateur paléarc� que, le Traquet tarier Saxicola rubet-

ra (L.) au Zaire et sa répar� � on hivernale en Afrique. 
Terre Vie. 49, 35-52.

Frankevoort W, Hubatsch H 1966: Unsere Wiesen-
schmätzer. Neue Brehm Bücherei 370, Wi" enberg.

Fusani L, Cardinale M, Carere C, Goymann W 2009: 
Stopover decision during migra� on: physiological con-
di� ons predict nocturnal restlessness in wild passeri-
nes. Biol Le"  5, 302-305.

Henderson IG, Cresswell W 2013: Combining large 
scale pa" erns of breeding abundance with site based 
ecological studies in winter and summer to iden� fy 
drivers of popula� on change in Whinchats Saxicola 

rubetra. In: EOU2013UK – the 9th Conference of the 
European Ornithologists`Union – Programme & Abs-
tracts, 97.

Hulme M, Cresswell W 2012: Density and behaviour 
of Whinchats Saxicola rubetra on African farmland 
suggest that winter habitat condi� ons do not limit Eu-
ropean breeding popula� ons. Ibis 154, 680–692.

Illera JC, Richardson DS, Helm B, Emerson BC: Saxicola 
rubetra haplotype 2 cytochrome b (cyt b) gene, par� -
al ods; mitochondrial. h" ps://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/
genbank/

Interna� onal Whinchat Working Group 2015 : Mes-
sage from Helmbrechts – European Whinchat Resolu-
� on. h" p://whinchat.jimdo.com/english/resolu� on/ 
on 01/12/15.

Ledant J-P 1986: L’habitat du Traquet tarier dans le 
centre de la Cote d’Ivoire. Le Gerfaut 76, 139-145.

Mayr E, Paynter RA jr. (Eds.) 1964: Check-list of birds 
of the world. Vol. X. Ga" ung: Saxicola. Museum of 
Compara� ve Zoology 1964, 104-115.

Pearson DJ 1992: Saxicola rubetra. In: Keith S, Urban 
E, Fry H: The Birds of Africa. Vol 4. Academie Press. 
London.

Portenko LA, Stübs J 1971: Saxicola rubetra (L.). In: 
Stresemann E, Portenko LA, Mauersberger G 1971: 
Atlas der Verbreitung Palaeark� scher Vögel, 3. Lfg. 
Akademie-Verlag, Berlin.

Risely A, Blackburn E, Cresswell W 2015: Pa" erns in 
departure phenology and mass gain on African non-
breeding territories prior to the Sahara crossing in 
a long-distance migrant. Ibis (2015), doi: 10.1111/
ibi.12288. 

Suter, W. 1988: Saxicola rubetra – Braunkehlchen. In: 
Glutz von Blotzheim, U.N. (Eds.): Handbuch der Vögel 
Mi" eleuropas, Bd.11 / I. Aula-Verlag, Wiesbaden.

Tennekes H 2015:  The Decline of the Whinchat (Sa-

xicola rubetra) in Europe (1980-2013). h" p://www.
farmlandbirds.net/content/decline-whinchat-saxico-
la-rubetra-europe-1980-2013, 22.07.2015.

Tucker JJ 1972: Whinchats wintering in Zambia. Bull. 
Zambian Orn. Soc. 4, 29-30.

Urquhart E 2002: Stonechats. A Guide to the Genus 
Saxicola. Helm Iden� fi ca� on Guides. Christopher 
Helm Publishers Ltd.

Vaurie C 1959: Saxicola rubetra.  In: The birds of the 
palaearc� c fauna. London.

Austria

Bergmüller K, Frühauf J 2015: Breeding phenology 
and reproduc� ve success of Whinchats (Saxicola ru-

betra) in rela� on to al� tude and mowing date in Ty-
rol. In: Bas� an H-V, Feulner J (Eds.): Living on the Edge 
of Ex� nc� on in Europe. Proc. 1st European Whinchat 
Symposium: 135-144. LBV Hof, Helmbrechts. 
Brandner J 1997: Braunkehlchen (Saxicola rubetra): 
In: Sackl P,  Samwald O (1997): Atlas der Brutvögel der 
Steiermark. — Mi" . Landesmus. Joanneum Zoologie, 
Sonderhe# , 248-249.

Eichberger I, Teufelbauer N, Bieringer G 2013: Hilfe für 
das Braunkehlchen durch zielgerechte landwirtscha# -
liche Förderungsmaßnahmen – Eine Erfolgskontrolle 
von ÖPUL-Maßnahmen im Artenschutzprojekt Lun-
gau. Online-Fachzeitschri#  des Bundesministeriums 
für Land- und Forstwirtscha# ,Umwelt und Wasser-
wirtscha# . Ländlicher Raum 01/2013, 1-11.  

Kleewein A 2016: Monitoring und Schutzmaßnahmen 
für das Braunkehlchen auf ausgewählten Flächen im 
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Unteren Gailtal. Zwischenbericht 2016. – Projektbe-
richt von BirdLife Österreich, Landesgruppe Kärnten, 
im Au� rag des Amtes der Kärntner Landesregierung, 
UAbt. Naturschutz, Velden am Wörther See, 21p.

Kommik, W 2009: Das Braunkehlchenjahr 2009 im 
Lungau: schwierige Brutzeit – erfreuliche Zählergeb-
nisse. ― Bericht an die Naturschutzabteilung des Lan-
des Salzburg. St. Michael im Lungau, 7p.

Kommik, W 2010: Das Braunkehlchenjahr 2009 im 
Lungau – schwierige Brutzeit – erfreuliche Zählergeb-
nisse. ― Salzburger Vogelkundl. Ber. 14, 35-37.

Parker JE 1990: Zur Biologie und Ökologie einer Braun-
kehlchen-Popula� on (Saxicola rubetra) im Salzburger 
Voralpengebiet (Österreich). Egre! a 33, 63-76.  

Peer K 2008: Das Braunkehlchen - Symbol für die Ver-
änderungen in der Kulturlandscha� . - Vogelschutz in 
Österreich - Mi! eilungen von Birdlife Österreich 024, 
8-10. 

Peer K, Frühauf J 2009: ÖPUL-Naturschutzmaßnah-
men für gefährdete Wiesenbrüter in Tirol. Endbericht 
2009, im Au� rag der Abteilung Umweltschutz, Amt 
der Tiroler Landesregierung. Steinach, 127p.  

Schneider M 2013: Habitatnutzung des Braunkehl-
chens (Saxicola rubetra) im Europaschutzgebiet Waa-
sen–Hanság, Burgenland. Masterarbeit, Universität 
Wien. 

Schneider M, Schulze C H 2015: Habitatnutzung des 
Braunkehlchens (Saxicola rubetra) im Europaschutz-
gebiet Waasen-Hanság, Burgenland. Acta ZooBot Aus-
tria 152, 57-72.

Schuster A 1992: Vergleich der brut- und nachbrut-
zeitlichen Habitatwahl von Neuntöter (Lanius col-

lurio), Schwarzkehlchen (Saxicola torquata) und 
Braunkehlchen (Saxicola rubetra) im Kulturland des 
Hansag (Burgenland). Diplomarbeit an der Naturwis-
senscha� lichen Fakultät der Universität Wien (unver-
öff . Manuskript).

Stadler S 2006: Regionales Förderprojekt im Lungau 
zum Schutz des Braunkehlchens. Natur Land Salzburg 
4, 24-25.

Teufelbauer N, Bieringer G, Wawra I 2012: Erfolgskon-
trolle von ÖPUL-Maßnahmen im Artenschutzprojekt 
Lungau. Bericht im Au� rag des Lebensministeriums. 
Birdlife Österreich, 92p.

Uhl H 1993: Wiesenbrütende Vogelarten in Ober-
österreich. Verbreitung und Bestand von Großem 
Brachvogel (Numenius arquata). Bekassine (Gallinago 

gallinago), Wachtelkönig (Crex crex), Braunkehlchen 
(Saxicola rubetra) und Wiesenpieper (Anthus praten-

sis). Vogelschutz in Österreich 8, 17-25.   

Uhl H 1996: Braunkehlchen in Oberösterreich - oder 
vom unauff älligen Sterben eines bunten Vogels. Öko-L 

18, 15-25.  

Uhl H 1997: Braunkehlchen. In: Aubrecht G, Brader M 
(Eds.): Zur aktuellen Situa� on gefährdeter und aus-
gewählter Vogelarten in Oberösterreich. Vogelkdl. 
Nachr. OÖ 6 (Sonderband), 109-110.

Uhl H 1998: Eine vermutliche Mischbrut von Braun- 
(Saxicola rubetra) und Schwarzkehlchen (S. torquata) 
in den oberösterreichischen Kremsauen 1994. Egre! a 
41, 27-34. 

Uhl H 2001: Wiesenbrütende Vogelarten in Oberös-
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         WhinCHAT I  Whinchat Conference in Ennstal/Austria

Das Braunkehlchen im Steirischen Ennstal

Einladung zur Tagung und Exkursion

Datum: Mittwoch, 31. Mai 2017

Beginn: 13:30 Uhr

Ort: Aigen im Ennstal – Gasthof Kirchenwirt

Teilnahme frei!

Wir ersuchen um eine
Anmeldung bis 15. Mai 2017 an
die Naturpark Akademie unter
Telefon 0676 9668378 oder
kontakt@naturparkakademie.at

Der Naturschutzbund lädt zur Braunkehlchen-Tagung im Steirischen Ennstal!

AlsWiesenbrüter ist das Braunkehlchen (Saxicola rubetra) durch den

Strukturwandel der Landwirtschaft zunehmend gefährdet. DieTagung mit

Exkursion bietet Gelegenheit zumWissens- und Erfahrungsaustausch sowie

zur gemeinsamen Diskussion von geeigneten Schutzmaßnahmen.

Conference informa� on
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